VISIT TO BERLIN
gallons per student, but before 10 o'clock this had all been drunk, and there were hundreds of thirsty students clamouring for beer and not able to get it. There was a disturbance and some damage was done. When the Kaiser heard of this, he sent for some of the ringleaders next morning and rated them as a College tutor might rate an undergraduate who had got into a scrape, only he did it more effectively. He is reported to have said to them : " Why do you drink so much beer ? Why don't you play games like English students do ? If you did you would not be the disgusting-looking objects you are."
We left Berlin on the next day. There was a railway strike on in France, and though we started in the hope that we might be able to reach Calais, we could not do so and had to go to Ostend, and the crossing was very rough.
The working classes in Berlin evidently disliked the English at this time. One morning when my wife was out driving with our host's daughter, she happened to look back and saw some men shaking their fists at the carriage. On asking what was the reason, she was told, " Oh, they have recognised that you are an Englishwoman ". In military circles the Kaiser himself came in for much criticism for not being sufficiently anti-English. The Crown Prince was their hero, who did not fail in this respect. I have never been able to believe that the Kaiser was responsible for the war. Unless the military party had changed greatly in the interval between 1910 and 1914, they wanted war and wanted it badly. Unfortunately they managed to get their way in the end, but I do not believe that the Kaiser was the instigator.
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